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Happy New Year. This past 

December was the warmest on 

record with our bees collecting 

pollen and getting many chances to 

have some outside time. The 

delayed Oxalic Dribble event was 

well attended on the 27th of 

December with the solution mixed 

and distributed to treat over 300 

hives. The Varroa numbers should 

be very low at the start of spring, 

but the larger hives still had brood 

which hides the Varroa Mites from 

the Oxalic Acid dribble. We may 

have an uninterrupted brood period 

this winter. I will do diagnostic 

treatments with the Vaporizer in 

the spring and treat further if my 

mite levels are high. 

What our Bees have been doing 

The queens are still laying eggs at 

the start of January. Bees consume 

more honey when the temperatures 

are higher during the winter, which 

leads to a possibility of them 

starving later when their stored 

honey runs out. They have been 

consuming more than normal, so 

please make and feed them candy 

or fondant. They have been raising 

brood which requires a higher 

temperature in the hive which then 

uses more resources. There is 

nothing worse than finding a 

starved colony in March that could 

easily have been fed candy or 

fondant. I would like to arrange the 

weather to remain 

 

remain at a constant 36 degrees, 

night and day with no wind, until 

President’s Report-Keith Jardine 
Email:  CCBAKeith@gmail.com 

 
 at a constant 36 degrees, night 

and day with no wind, until 

the 15th of March, when the 

temperatures suddenly reach 

70 degrees. 

Chester County Conference 

on March 12th 

This 2015 conference includes 

world famous bee researchers 

and speakers. In the advanced 

and beginner sessions we will 

hear from Diana Sammataro, 

Dewey Caron, Steve Repasky, 

Karen Rocasecca, and most 

importantly, our own Ed 

Pieters. 

Ericka Hahn does a wonderful 

job as the lead for our 

conference. 

We need volunteers to help 

with all aspects of the 

conference. Michael Langer 

does a tremendous job with 

organizing the Vendors and 

Advertisers, but needs more 

help approaching companies 

willing to book Vendor tables 

or sponsor an advert in our 

program.   

Learning about Beekeeping 

The room has been booked, 

the topics decided.  Our aim is 

to provide informative lessons 

 
                           Cont’d on Page 2 

Thursday, Jan. 14th 

meeting, 7pm - 10 pm, feel 

free to arrive any time after 

6pm for questions 

March 12, 2016 

Chester County Conference 

More details in future 

newsletter.  Volunteers 
needed.  Thank you!      
 
 

Send newsletter 

contributions to:  

chescobees@gmail.com.  

Submissions may bee edited 

for length. 

Ads are *free* for CCBA 

members.  It’s true!  Non-

members can place an ad 

with us for $5. 

www.chescobees.org 

mailto:CCBAKeith@gmail.com
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on starting beekeeping and all aspects of our honey bee. 

Starting from beginner and moving on to more advanced 

topics later with the emphasis on the practical sessions at our 

own apiary site. Our beginner conference session will be an 

integral part of the training. Contact me if you would like to 

volunteer your teaching skills for a day at 

CCBAKeith@gmail.com.  

Thursday, January 14th meeting, 7pm to 10pm arrive 

after 6pm for questions 

The next meeting is in Exton, just off the Route 100 as you 

descend the hill travelling north, at West Whiteland 

Township Building at 101 Commerce Drive, Exton, PA 

19341. Presentations will be given on:  

 Making over $2000 per hive per season 

 New Officers for the CCBA 

 Break session 

 Starting Beekeeping  as a ‘breakout session’ 

 Our Varroa dilemma as a ‘breakout session’ 

 Products of the hive as a ‘breakout session’  

 

The breakout sessions will occur at the same time in different 

locations to save time so we can finish on time. Just choose 

the session you want to attend. 

 

 I will try and arrive by 6:00 pm to answer any questions. 

 

What I will do with my Bees this month 

 

I will constantly monitor my hives during the winter. All 60 

hives have candy boards or the new hardware cloth screens 

which are then replenished with candy as they need it. I am 

making fondant by stirring the hot mix as it cools. I then store 

this soft candy in Ziploc bags and add to the candy board 

where it has been eaten. Candy has the advantage of 

absorbing moisture from  

the hive, is in an ‘easier to eat’ format for the bees to digest 

and has protein and vitamins added in the form of soy flour 

and pollen. The protein mix is increased in February and 

March when the bees need it. 

 

Recipe for candy 

I use a Turkey fryer, but scale this down for your own needs. 

Boil 5 liters of water while adding 50 lbs. of white granulated 

sugar. Keep stirring and add 60ml of vinegar.  I add another 

20 lbs. of sugar to the mix and ensure that I get to 236 

degrees F and maybe a little more. Make sure you wear 

gloves and protect yourself from spills. Cool to 200 degrees F 

and add 2 lbs. of soy flour and/or pollen. I double this protein 

as the bees start brood rearing.   Fill candy boards or baking 

trays with this mix. Wait overnight to set and feed to the bees 

above the cluster. They will love you for this.Hint – I stir 

with an electric drill and a paint stirrer. This takes over an 

hour. 

Bee Plants 

George has started growing many seeds for our spring 

meetings. I would also like to thank all of our members 

that helped with the tree planting.   

Here is a list of plants and trees he advises the bees need: 

Hazelnut, Silver Maple, Red Maple Snow-drop, Alder, 

Winter Aconite, Pussy Willow, Honeysuckle, Crocus, 

Japanese Quince, Crabapple, American Holly, 

Cotoneaster, Enkianthus, Oak-Leaved Hydrangea, Black 

Locust, Littleleaf Linden, Nevada Rose, Alder 

Buckthorn, Winterberry, Speedwell, Bee-Bee Tree, 

Motherwort, Hollyhock, Inkberry, Sour-wood, Clethra, 

Chaste Tree, Golden Rain Tree, Sunflower,Mexican 

Abelia, Russian Sage, Snowberry, Hydrangea Pigi, 

Bluebead, Seven-Sun-Flower, Stonecrop, Lespedeza, 

Aster, Crocus, Fragrant Osmanthus, Sage,  

Chrysantheum perennial and Solidago Goldenrod. 

We will buy bulk seeds and trees as soon as the weather 

is more favorable. 

 

What should an Almost Year old Beginner do now? 

Use a scale to weigh your hives and record the drop 

in weight throughout the winter. Add candy or 

sugar to your colonies if they are underweight. Start 

your own winter strategy and settle down with a 

book to help scheme and plan for the upcoming 

season. 

 

What should a Total Beginner without bees do now? 

Order your Packages or Nucleus hives. Browse through 

the Beekeeping Catalogues to find the best selection of 

hardware for your needs. There are some great deals on 

‘Beginner Kits’. Use the internet to browse online from 

companies like Dadant, Mann Lake, Brushy Mountain, 

and Ike at Forest Hill. If you would not like to lift heavy 

weights, I would advise an eight frame hive with all 

medium sized frames. I like to standardize all my frames. 

 

 

Keep up with the good work to save our Honeybees. 

 

 

mailto:CCBAKeith@gmail.com
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Happy New Year everyone!  

 I hope that you and your bees had a wonderful holiday.  In case Santa didn't bring you all of the beekeeping gear 

you wanted, we're looking to organize another bulk purchase.  So far, I have been contacted about nuc boxes and 

medium supers/frames.  Think about what you would like to purchase this year; we'll be sending a survey out 

soon to gather more specifics. 

See you at the first meeting of 2016. 

Vice President’s Report – Walt Talunas 
Email: wtalunas@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Secretary’s Report – Sharon Jardine 
Email: ccbasharon@gmail.com 

 

We had a good turnout at our December meeting with 

about 80 people in attendance.  A very big thank you to 

Diane Campbell for taking on the refreshment Guru role 

and doing such a fantastic job, everything ran very 

smoothly.  Thanks to all those who brought food, much 

appreciated by all! 

Keith Jardine welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Ericka Hahn updated us on the 2016 conference. If you 

are able to offer any help before the conference or on 

the actual day please contact Ericka or one of the 

officers. Keith continued the meeting with topics on 

packages, nucleus hives, lawns, tree planting, hive 

wrapping and winter hive configuration. Peter Lindtner 

spoke about his experiences of the benefits of pollen, 

and also told us of this discovery of about 10 new bee 

plants a year. Myrl Stone spoke about his woodworking 

techniques followed by Warren Graham updating us on  

the PSBA conference. 

Michael Langer ended off the evening with the 

Beeginner section. 

Mann Lake was present with a table of beekeeping 

items for those last minute gifts!  They also brought 

down purchases for those who ordered online. Thank 

you Sam and Dave! 

We had our festive raffle with some great prizes. 

Many thanks to Megan Manges for your donation of 

a box of beautiful beeswax Christmas ornaments, 

and good luck with your new business! 

Happy New Year to all, and here is to a great year of 

beekeeping ahead! Hope to see you at the January 

14th meeting in Exton. 

 

Forest Hill Woodworking 
 

Offers a full range of beekeeping equipment 

and supplies.  For our online catalog, please 

visit: http://foresthillbeesupply.com. 

Closed on Sundays. 

Warren Graham’s Local 

Survivor Stock Nucs  

 

Local survivor stock nucs for 

sale in Spring and Summer.  

Please call 610-565-2032 for 

more information. 

2016 5-Frame Nucs 

 

Available starting weekly 1st 

week of April ($165.00)  

 

Dennis Schuelkens 

Crisscross Road Bee Yard 

610-216-8522, 

dennisschuelkens@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Classified Ads 

 

mailto:wtalunas@gmail.com
mailto:ccbasharon@gmail.com
http://foresthillbeesupply.com/
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Bee-ginner’s Corner – Michael Langer 
Email: mlanger452@aol.com 

 
No Beeginner’s Corner this issue.  Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

 

It is customary at this time to look back in reflection 

on the year just ending, and resolve to make the one 

about to begin better in at least one aspect.  As noted 

below, from both a membership and financial 

perspective, the CCBA had a good year in 2015.  I 

think it was a very good year for our Association in 

many other respects as well.  Both our “Beeginner” 

and “Mentor” programs provided good support for 

our new and novice beekeeping members, we were 

able to provide nucleus hives and bee friendly trees 

and flower seeds to our membership at lower than 

market prices due to bulk purchasing arrangements, 

and by establishing a club apiary at the ChesLen site, 

we have expanded our ability to provide more 

“hands-on” learning opportunities to both new and 

experienced beekeepers.  We expanded the door prize 

raffles at our monthly meetings enabling more 

members to receive “free” bee related goodies.  We 

found new, larger facilities for both our indoor winter 

meetings as well as the open air meetings we hold 

from March through October.   We were also 

successful at motivating individual members to 

contribute to our monthly meetings by bringing 

snacks for all to share, which reduces the need for 

club expenditures to provide the same.  In these ways 

and more, we have become a more “active” 

association, with more and more of the individual 

members contributing in one or more ways for the 

benefit of all.  We will need challenge ourselves to 

make 2016 a better year from these perspectives, but I 

am confident that working together we can make 

2016 a very good year.     

My personal New Year’s resolution with 

respect to CCBA activities is to become more 

involved in educational outreach to the public, 

looking to make at least one speaking 

engagement per month to increase public 

knowledge of how much we need honeybees 

(and other pollinators) and how they can help.  

I would ask that each of you too resolve to get 

more involved in some aspect of contributing 

to the CCBAs mission and objectives.   

As of 12/30/2015, we ended the year with 309 

“active” memberships for 2015, as well as 10 

new members that have already joined our 

ranks for 2016.  Total new memberships 

during 2015 numbered 128. 

As 2015 comes to an end, our Association has 

$15,530 in our accounts, - more than twice the 

$7,484 we started the year with.  The main 

reason for this increase was a net income for 

our tremendously successful 2015 Annual 

Conference of $8,172.  Aside from that event, 

our income and expenses for the year were 

about even.  At our monthly meeting in 

January, I will be providing a more detailed 

recap of our 2015 financial results.  I hope to 

see everyone there. 

Finally, I wish you and your loved ones 

(which of course includes your bees) a safe, 

healthy, happy and prosperous 2016.  Happy 

New Year! 

mailto:jmcmich552@aol.com
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The Varroa Tsar – Myrl Stone 
Email:  mjstone@toast.net 

In the past two newsletters, we have 

discussed the importance of 

monitoring varroa mite populations. 

Now we will look at some examples 

of mite control strategy. I’m going to 

follow a simple one-year control 

cycle.  We will begin in the spring 

just coming out of a successful 

overwinter phase.  Successful here 

will mean the colony is alive, often 

no mean feat if varroa mites have 

been ignored. 

Before beginning, I would like to 

explain an important term which 

some may be familiar with, but 

others not.  The term is Integrated 

Pest Management, or IPM. IPM is a 

cornerstone of modern day 

agriculture and can be defined as a 

coordinated collection of pest 

management techniques combined   

to place maximum negative pressure 

on the targeted pest. Early in the 

history of our Varroa mite problem a 

chemical treatment was developed 

and applied to the colony. Simple 

but in the long term ineffective, the 

mite developed a resistance to the 

chemical after repetitive treatments.  

Enter IPM.  Screened bottom boards 

with sticky boards came about 

because someone noted that the 

mites would sometimes fall to the 

bottom of the hive but were able to 

crawl back up into the colony.  

Screened bottom boards with a 

sticky base in themselves are not 

adequate to control varroa but the  

board will put pressure on the mite 

populations. Likewise with the 

drone larvae removal plan – at 

times in the year, it can place severe 

pressure on the mite population 

growth.  Splits place pressure in 

creating an artificial brood break; 

varroa can reproduce only if brood 

is present.  These are all tools which 

can be used and when combined, 

place a  heavy negative pressure on 

the varroa mite.  The combining or 

application of practices will be 

determined by hive dynamics – 

screens are quite benign and can be 

left on year round – drone cells 

must be present to utilize the drone 

removal technique, a colony must 

be very populous to use the split 

method.  Splits are interesting 

because they get to the heart of 

IPM. One could see swarm control, 

hive count increase, requeening, 

and varroa control rolled into one 

hive manipulation event.  Here we 

have a yard labor expenditure 

yielding a three to one gain towards 

a management goal. 

Let’s take a simple example and 

apply it to our hive.  The solid 

bottom board is removed and a 

screened bottom board with sticky 

paper is put in its place.  Now we 

begin capturing falling mites, but 

more importantly we will get an 

idea of the overall hive mite 

population.  I’m going to simplify 

the mite population evaluation 

process – if one inspects the board 

and sees a mite here, or a mite 

there; this equals BAD.  If one 

must diligently search to find 

even a very few mites – this is 

equal to not so bad. If one 

finds no mites whatsoever, one 

is either extremely lucky or 

unskilled in identifying mites.  

I’m going to use this 

nomenclature for the 

remainder of this article – BAD 

and not so bad.  There are 

more scientific methods in 

identifying mite loads, but we 

will set them aside for the 

moment.   

Addressing the not so bad, the 

screen and sticky paper 

remains in place and we will 

begin pulling drone larvae. This 

can be done passively when 

we do our hive inspections.  

Burr comb containing drone 

larvae is removed. An 

uncapping fork is used on 

patches of drone larvae. Since 

the mites much prefer drone 

cells doing this larvae removal 

will  place pressure on the 

varroa reproductive process. I 

might add this is also an 

excellent technique in 

evaluating mite load.  The BAD 

will require a more aggressive 

handling.  The aforementioned 

techniques will remain in 

place. Consulting a treatment 

selection work sheet which can 

be found in most bee supplier 

                               Cont’d pg 6 
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Varroa Tsar-continued from page 5 

catalogs, we can select an appropriate treatment. Available are 

many products fitting the non-harsh chemical category.  I’m not 

going to recommend as the technology is constantly evolving, each 

hive is different, weather conditions vary, and in addition each 

beekeeper’s sensibilities must be taken into account. 

As the season progresses into late spring or early summer a split 

and requeen of the original colony will be executed. This applies 

to both mite level categories. A sugar dust could be worked into 

the summer strategy. This will provoke a higher phoretic mite drop 

rate as the bees groom themselves of the sugar dusting. 

We have now reached late summer/ early fall season and we are 

now entering what could be termed the colony killing season. As 

drone production slows, the mites are robbed of their favorite 

reproduction sites.  From the mites point of view, “No problem, 

here are worker larvae, we will simply move next door into these 

waiting cells.”  If there a significant number of mites making this 

move, the colony is doomed. We may see a fall dwindling and 

death, or find a winter dead out, but in any case the colony will 

die. Because of the critical nature of this moving to worker brood 

phenomenon, all colonies must be handled with a mite control 

agent. Again consulting the treatment charts an appropriate agent 

will be chosen.  A BAD or not so bad colony will influence the 

treatment selection.  Take your hive observations, apply them to 

the table criteria, and make an educated guess.  Your decision may 

not be the best, but it will be much better than doing nothing. Each 

season your decision making process will improve. 

The fall and early winter plans are a continuation of your late 

summer/ early fall strategy applied to all colonies.  The oxalic  

The fall and early winter plans are a continuation of your late 

summer/ early fall strategy applied to all colonies.  The oxalic 

acid vapor process can fit handily into your strategy. The process 

does have some potential pitfalls and can present some confusing 

conundrums both of which can be avoided and be explained – a 

subject for a subsequent article.  If one is not comfortable with 

the oxalic vapor application, the chart can be consulted for 

alternate handling.   Our final winter strategy – I would suggest 

the Oxalic acid dribble treatment. This procedure has gained 

traction as a standard, “put the bees to bed for the winter”, final 

mite control step.  The dribble formulation is very inexpensive, 

very effective, and as everyone attending our club’s recent 

application demonstration observed, very quick and easy. A 

couple of notes I should make.  If a chemical treatment was or is 

used – do not repeat/follow with same chemical; this is how 

resistance is built.  An exception is oxalic acid. I was a part of an 

informal conversation with a noted bee research scientist and 

someone asked if mites could develop resistance to oxalic acid. 

With a chuckle he answered, “about as much chance as a human 

developing resistance to mustard gas.” 

This was off the record of course. 

In conclusion, here we have a simplified varroa mite 

management plan.  Many of the steps involved can be 

incorporated into routine good practice hive inspections and hive 

manipulations.  Synthetic mite control chemicals can be avoided 

and the cost can be minimal.  Moving on to more advanced mite 

control programs and the harsh chemicals will save more hives, 

however a basic simple program can be the salvation of 

thousands of colonies.  

The Plant Guru – George Datto 
Email: oldbrickfarm@verizon.net 

It is setting up to be an interesting growing season with some of 

our fruit trees blooming in December.  Good to see some more 

seasonal weather lined up for January.  This time of year my 

attention towards to ordering seeds and plants for the spring 

planting season.  Here are some of my favorite sources for 

material and what they are best for. 

Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds: http://www.rareseeds.com: I have 

been ordering from them for the past 10 years.  They definitely 

have grown in size over that time.  Still a great source for 

vegetable seeds especially ones that are unusual.  Germination is 

usually great and prices are more than fair. 

Nourse farms: http://noursefarms.com.  Best place to get berry 

plants.  Prices great with large orders and fair with small orders.  

Plants are very healthy.  great customer service for questions or 

concerns. 

Nourse farms: http://noursefarms.com.  Best place to get berry 

plants.  Prices great with large orders and fair with small orders.  

Plants are very healthy.  great customer service for questions or 

concerns. 

Richter seeds: https://www.richters.com.  Great for herb seeds.  

Large quantity, good germination, fair price.  This is our source 

for mountain mint seeds this year. 

Stark Bros: http://www.starkbros.com. Fruit and nut trees.  

Pricey but good quality material.   

I am sure you have your favorite sources too.  Would love to 

hear what they are.  I will be organizing a plant meeting for next 

month to discuss what plants/seeds to order for the club in 2016.  

More details at the January 14 meeting. 

 

 

 

http://noursefarms.com/
https://www.richters.com/
http://www.starkbros.com/


January 2016-Page 7 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now that we have passed the Winter Solstice, 

daylight lasts a bit longer with each day as the 

sunrise and sunset points move apart and the Sun 

is a bit higher at midday. Longer days trigger 

hormone changes in some animals and perhaps in 

some plants, too. Tufted titmice, which look like 

small gray cardinals, start singing “peter, peter, 

peter” a spring, mating season song. 

 

Great horned owls and bald eagles will be on or 

around nests by the end of January. Big birds 

need a long time to raise big youngsters before 

next winter arrives. 

 

Winter aconite (yellow) and snowdrops (white) 

should be in bloom by the end of the month. 

They spread sweet perfume on still days and 

attract insects looking for sugar (nectar) and 

pollen (protein) at the end of a long flower 

dearth.   

 

From Wikipedia: “The Keeling Curve is a graph 

which plots the ongoing change in concentration 

of carbon dioxide in Earth's atmosphere since 

1958. It is based on continuous measurements 

taken at the Mauna Loa Observatory in Hawaii 

that began under the supervision of Charles 

David Keeling. Keeling's measurements showed 

the first significant evidence of rapidly increasing 

carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere. Many 

scientists credit Keeling's graph with first 

bringing the world's attention to the current 

increase of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.” ...      

“The measurements collected at Mauna Loa 

show a steady increase in mean atmospheric CO2 

concentration from about 315 parts per million 

by volume (ppmv) in 1958 to 401 ppmv as of 

April 2014. This increase in atmospheric CO2 is 

due to the combustion of fossil fuels, and has 

been accelerating in recent years. Since carbon 

dioxide is a greenhouse gas, this has significant 

implications for global warming. Measurements 

of carbon dioxide concentration in ancient air  

bubbles trapped in polar ice cores show that 

mean atmospheric CO2 concentration has 

historically been between 275 and 285 ppmv 

during the Holocene epoch (9,000 BCE 

onwards), but started rising sharply at the 

beginning of the nineteenth century.” ... (What 

changes at the beginning of the nineteenth 

century? The Industrial Revolution begins in 

Europe. Factories burn coal to produce iron and 

build the Modern World. Before 1800, no trains, 

motor vehicles, skyscrapers, power plants, all-

electric homes, air conditioning.) “Due in part to 

the significance of Keeling's findings, the NOAA 

began monitoring CO2 levels worldwide in the 

1970s. Today, CO2 levels are monitored at about 

100 sites around the globe.” ...       “On May 9, 

2013, the daily mean concentration of carbon 

dioxide in the atmosphere measured at Mauna 

Loa surpassed 400 parts per million (ppm) for 

the first time since measurements began in 

1958.”  Google “keeling curve” for the full 

article with footnoted citations.  

        As many people have pointed out, humans 

are huffing and puffing through a climate 

experiment which could have bad consequences 

for everyone on our planet. The good news is 

that we have modified our behavior before and 

we can do it again. “But now we can see the 

shape of a sustainable, low-emission future quite 

clearly — basically an electrified economy with, 

yes, nuclear power playing some role, but sun 

and wind front and center. Of course, it doesn’t 

have to happen. But if it doesn’t, the problem 

will be politics, not technology.” (Economist 

Paul Krugman in the New York Times, 12-25-

2015) 

     Orion with his belt of three bright stars 

dominates the evening sky. High in the east, the 

Twins, Castor and Pollux, stand out by 

themselves. Jupiter is the bright object in the 

west before sunrise. 

 

 

 

Nature Notes – Tim Sterrett 
timsterrett@gmail.com  
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